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tercourse. What effect his arguments had was soon after
apparent^ for another of Drake's companions, being de-
sirous to show the third Indian a specimen of the English
valour and dexterity, attempted, likewise, to shoot an ar-
row, but drawing it with his full force, burst the bowstring;
upon which the Indians, who were unacquainted with their
other weapons, imagined him disarmed, followed the com-
pany, as they were walking negligently down towards their
boat, and let fly their arrows, aiming particularly at Winter,
who had the bow in his hand; He, finding himself wound-
ed in the shoulder, endeavoured to refit his bow, and,
turning about, was pierced with a second arrow in the
breast. Oliver, the gunner, immediately presented his
piece at the insidious assailants, which failing to take fire,
gave them time to level another flight of arrows by which
he was killed; nor, perhaps, had any of them escaped,
surprised and perplexed as.they were, had not Drake,
with his usual presence of mind, animated their courage,
and directed their motions, ordering them, by perpetually
changing their places, to elude, as much as they could, the
aim of their enemies, and to defend their bodies with their
targets; and instructing them, by his own example, to
pick up, and break the arrows as they fell; which they did
with so much diligence, that the Indians were soon in
danger of being disarmed. Then Drake himself taking
the gun, which Oliver had so unsuccessfully attempted to
make use of, discharged it at the Indian that first began
the fray and had killed the gunner, aiming it so happily,
that the hailshot, with which it was loaded, tore open his
belly, and forced him to such terrible outcries, that the
Indians, though their numbers increased, and many of their
countrymen showed themselves from different parts of the
adjoining wood, were too much terrified to renew the
assault, and suffered Drake, without molestation, to with-
draw his wounded friend, who, being hurt in his lungs,
languished two days, and then dying, was interred with
his companion, with the usual ceremony of a military
funeral.
They stayed here two months afterwards, without re-